16                  The Birth and Death of the Sun

recent times to account not only for the radiation of our
Sun but also for the radiation and other characteristic
properties of the various types of stars known to the astron-
omer. Furthermore, the questions concerning stellar evolu-
tion, and in particular the question about the past and
future of our own Sun, have been brought much nearer
solution since the problem of energy sources was solved.

But, before we may approach the discussion oC these
exciting problems, we must first make a long detour
through the world of atoms, and learn certain important
things about their properties and internal structure. The
author regrets the pain that this excursion into the domain
of pure physics may cause some readers who picked up this
book for its astronomical title, but, except for poets, no
one should speak about stars without knowing the proper-
ties of matter of which they are constructed. Besides, if the
reader pays close attention to the rather difficult subjects to
be discussed in the next three chapters, he will be rewarded
by a better understanding of astronomy, of which we prom-
ise there will be plenty in the chapters that follow them.
And, finally, it is possible merely to skim through these
three chapters and to take their conclusions for granted
without thereby sacrificing a clear picture of the evolu-
tionary past, present, and future of our Sun.